
Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education Program 
 
To: US Representative Mike Bishop, US Senator Gary Peters, US Senator Debbie 
Stabenow1 
 
Subject: Act Now to Reauthorize the Teaching Health Centers Graduate Medical 
Education Program 
 
I am writing to you as the Executive Director of the Michigan Primary Care Consortium 
with over 70 organizational members interested in preserving primary care training 
opportunities for future physicians and all primary care providers and the patients they 
will serve. The Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education (THCGME) 
program began in 2011 to train primary care residents in community-based health care 
settings. The THCGME program is vital to filling our nation’s primary care gaps in rural 
and underserved communities by training resident physicians in primary care fields – 
family medicine, internal medicine, OB/GYN, pediatrics, and dentistry. THCGME has 
proven successful and has strong bipartisan support. 
 
The goals of this program align naturally with various health care training programs – in 
fact, the majority of the 59 programs are accredited by either the American Osteopathic 
Association or are dually-accredited programs. Nearly 800 resident physicians have 
been trained through the THCGME program since its inception, with many staying in the 
communities where they’ve trained.  
 
Unfortunately, the THCGME program is in jeopardy. If it is not reauthorized by 
September 30, THCs across the country could close, resulting in an abrupt disruption in 
resident training; reducing patient access to care, especially for some of our nation’s 
most vulnerable populations. This would place the success that this program has 
demonstrated in  addressing our nation’s primary care shortage in jeopardy.  The long-
term benefit of training primary care physicians in such community-based settings will 
save the health care system money by fostering prevention and care coordination. 
 
Please ensure that the THCGME program is reauthorized by September 30, 2017 by 
cosponsoring H.R. 3394, the “Training the Next Generation of Primary Care Doctors Act 
of 2017.” This legislation reauthorizes the successful THCGME program for an 
additional three years, and allows for the expansion of existing centers. The legislation 
was introduced by Representatives Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) and Niki Tsongas 
(D-MA), and has 68 bipartisan cosponsors. 
 
Sincerely, 
Drew Murray 
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